^HE PEOPLE <4 Northern Ireland 
have just come Ihrough anoOicr 
winter of their du^onicnt. The pale 
^rin^ sunshine docs no more than 
uiummatc the squalor of the ^Kast 
slums and highlight the inadequacy 
of the harrack-like tenements which 
the Government offers as an alter¬ 
native. For the weary mothers of 
over-large families the longer, lighter 
evenings spell, not pleasure and 
leisure, but more anxiety as iJicir 
ragged children dice with death 
under the wheels of passing traflic 
in the only playgrounds they Imow 
—the streets. For fathers, ill-fed 
and demoralised, the east wind is 
still too cold to leave off their 
tfa^dbarc overcoats on their vain 
'daily walk to the labour exchange. 

Belfast is an occupied city, cut in 
two like Berlin and like Berlin 
patrolled by armed soldiers. Unlike 
Berlin, however, nobody is con¬ 
cerned to make Belfast a shop win¬ 
dow, competing to demonstrate a 
better way of 14c on one side or the 
other. On both sides of the Belfast 
barbed wire the citizens arc dc- 
tnoraiised. bewildered, humiliated 
by religion and plagued by politics. 
Over all broods the presence of the 
British Army, 

The confrontations of last year 
culminated in little enough—the 
elccUon of Bcrnadeiic Devlin to 
Westminster and a change of Prime 
Ministers. Instead of effete and use¬ 
less Captain O'Neil). Stormont 
switched to effete, useless Chichester- 
rt. a iwjtLbrwni out^Lthc 
»room cupboard, hoping only 
to sweep enough dirt under the 
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weakness, move in for the kill be¬ 
hind Tough' ex-security Minister 
William Craig. 

WHAT HAS BEEN DONE? 

While they have been playing 
politics, the people have been 
patiently wailing, hoping that since 
things could hardly get worse, per¬ 
haps they might get better, llicy 
haven't. The half of the population 
—the Catholic half—who welcomed 
the British Army's occupation last 
year as a shield against the threat 
of Protestant bully-bo)'s have gra¬ 
dually come to realise that when a 
lid is put on a boiling pot pressure 
builds up. Nothing was done to re¬ 
lieve the pressures in Northern 
Ireland; the immediate result of Big 
Jim Callaghan's visit was not a 
crash programme for housing not 
even the anDounccnient of one—nor 
any govcmmcni pump-priming of 
iJic run-down cconom> nor any con¬ 
structive proposals for the people 


was wanted A cixilmg-olf pcriixl 
Have you ever noted how all con¬ 
stitutionalists think that a 'cooling- 
o(f pcrii.'Hl’ is the answer to every¬ 
thing? It's a variation on thinking 
that if you pretend something isn't 
there, perhaps it will go aw-ay. 

But nothing has gone away in 
Northern Ireland. Not the religious 
animosities, upon which the ruling 
clique play with such skill: nut the 
fear of change in the balance of 
power and certainly not the grinding 
poverty. 

What has changed is the attitude 
of the young. The young people— 
in Belfast partkularly^rc not as 
sold on religion as their elders, and 
have begun to embrace the besetting 
sin for all religious bigots; dis¬ 
obedience. They can see for them¬ 
selves that there is no future for 
them in an Ulster tom and divided 
upon itself in the service of either 
religious or politici^ loyalties. And 
they can see that when the British 
i^rniv came in lasusear. H used lIk 


would li.nvo tumbled the racket and 
loiitcU together again.st Stormont? 
This is the last thing the British 
Covcnimcnl wanU. Hence the rub¬ 
bish about Uaw and Order 

Now the break ha.s come, and the 
Calliolics. who 'welcomed' the Army 
lost year arc stoning it and throwing 
molotov cocktails. This is regarded 
with some bitterness by General 
Freeland (and whose satirical genius 
was expressed by sending in a sol¬ 
dier with Hull name?) who com¬ 
plained that the current riots by 
Catholic youth.s is a ‘kick in the 
back*. 

What every reporter and com¬ 
mentator has stressed, however, in 
these riots, is the youth of the 
demonstrators, many of whom arc 
still schoolchildren. Well, is it so 
surprising? Their parents arc de¬ 
moralised. defeated. A lifetime of 
savage exploitation, religious irre- 
spon.sibiliiy. poverty, unemployment, 
appalling housing conditions—the 


because either they see clearly that 
nothing can he done the constitu¬ 
tional way, or they can't make 
themsekes heard any other way, 
they arc turning to direct action. 

Unfortunately it is purely destruc¬ 
tive direct action. And until they 
get the .support of older, working 
people who are prepared to occupy 
faclortcs and shipyards: who will 
back s<|uatling on a large scale; who 
will establish communal councils 
with an aim to make a permanent 
framework for a new form of 
society—until, in a word, all the 
people of Northern Ireland arc pre¬ 
pared to make a social revolution, 
then continued harassment, con¬ 
frontation. guerilla tactics of all 
kinds, will continue. Why should it 
slop? 

General Freeland thinks he has 
the answer to why it should stop. 
He announced his readiness to hre 
on rioters using ‘offensive weapons' 
on Friday, April 3. And in doing 
so, show^ us once again the face 
of (be state behind the mask of Law 
and Order 

Behind every' law stands the 
policeman; behind every policeman 
stands the soldier, fn every soldier's 
hand is (he gun. Behind the respect¬ 
able concept of ‘Law and Order' is 
the bullet. 

Ultimately, every state says to 
every citizen; ‘You obey or you will 
be siuM'. 'Democratic' states lake a 
longer time getting round to it than 
totalitarian states, (hat's all. When 


with riot control equipment and tear 
carpet to keep the party clean. Alas gas. In other words—repression. In 
for C-C—he can’t even keep the other words—Law and Order, 
party together; the pathetic reforms A great sigh of relief went up 
he professes are too much for his from the lib-labs. A period of 
own right wingers who. sensing his stability, (hey all agreed, was what 


Clyde Shipbuilders 
Poy-oil Threol 


iHE EMPLOYERS of the Upper 
Gyde Shipbuilders (UCS) told tbe 
workerc ihm (hey will pay olT all 0,900 
meo if 3.J00 workers are not made 
redun^nt immediately. Over a week 
ago 4fi00 boilcmukers in (be UCS voted 
(or strike action if one of their memben 
gets made rtduadanL 

As far as the emplo>*ers of the UCS 
arc eonoemed, men and jobs must take 
second place in the drive for prohu. It 
wasn't ail that long ago that the Presideot 
of the Boilermaken Society. Dan (the 
union mao) McOirvey. came out with a 
three-point plan (tee JPkEEOOM. 28.3.70) 
lo try and ease the situation in tbe in- 
dustry but all it did was open the door 
for bigger demands from employcn 
of UCS. II these sackings take place, 
many workers will be out of jobs before 
the summer holidays. 

Seme trade union officials have put 
forward tbe offer of work-sharing and 
shift work. lt‘s well sees that these pro¬ 
posals are being put forward by the union 
officials who sit In their ivory towers 
twiddling their thumbs, and not by (he 
workers. 

A meeting was held in the Lyceum 
picture house in Oovan on (7.3.70 by 
the boilennakcfs of UCS to discuss the 
whole affair. Our worthy brother Dan 
McGarvey did not attend (bis meeting 
and neither did any of the Executive 
Committee Only district delegates 
Oougan and Ramsay along with tbe dis- 
tnet committee attended the meeting. 

Bro. Ramsay stated that he was with 
Swallow of (he Shipbuilding Industry 
Board (SIB) two weeks before and he 


(Swnllowj never menlioacd anything 
about redundancies, lo fact Ramsay 
thought Swallow would bo looking for 
more boilermakers owing to tbe new 
orders that were flou’ing to the Upper 
Clyde. £140 million worth of orders to 
be exact, plus the fact that the gos’cm- 
mcnl has now pumped in a total of £20 
million into the UCS. 

I don't see how Ramsay could have 
dtought that the SIO would be looking 
for more boilermakers as it clearly 
stales in the Geddes Report that half of 
the labour force must go. Who is Ramsay 
trying lo bluff? 

At Ibis meeting some of the workers 
were calling for naliooalisaiion under 
workers* control. How can you possibly 
have nationalisation and workers' con¬ 
trol at the same time? If the shipyards 
are nationalised, the workers will still 
get poid off as it is the Government's 
Geddes committee that is putting (he 
workers out of work at the moment. 

Workers' control yes. naiiohalisalion 
no. We has-e seen what nationalisation 
has done to the mines and the railways 
•closures and pay-offs. The same would 
happen to the shipbuilding industry. 
The hoilemukers must unite with the 
rest of the workers in the ship)’ards to 
hght against the employer. If the em- 
ployeis sack all the workers and close 
the yarOi let the workers reopen them 
and lake production into their own 
hands. 

A warning (o the boilermakers—4>eware 
of the Executive Committee, as you may 
be in for a lell-oui. just as happened on 
the Grangemouth tile. A. McGowan. 


excdse'bf kecpjo|ritliem apart for 
their own good, but its real work 
was simply—keeping them apart. 

THE ARMY'S REAL TASK 

This is 1970. not 1917. and how¬ 
ever much the ministers and the 
priests, the oldies of church and 
state, may wish to hold back the 
clock and keep Northern Ireland 
the cultural and economic back¬ 
water it is, the youngsters can see 
and hear and some of them can even 
read what is going on in the rest of 
(he world. They must be asking 
themselves why they are left out, 
and they must be coming up with 
the answers. Although the animosi¬ 
ties and fears between the com¬ 
munities were real enough in terms 
of what is—the authorities (who. 
damn them, are always one jump 
aliead!) knew that the real danger 
to Ulster's rulers (and this is what 
concerns ihe authorities) lies in the 
breaking down of communal bar¬ 
riers and a joining of bands in the 
face of tlie real, common foe: the 
capitalist state. 

What has changed in Northern 
Ireland is (he emergence of groups 
cutting across these old communal 
barriers. Groups which, as the 
struggles continued last year, were 
beginning lo make more and more 
sense to the young people. Who 
knows but that, if (he British Army 
had not gone in. lo keep them apart, 
lltc young Protestants and Catholics 
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lot. They've had it. Bu t the re's still the system is challenged loughly 
some hdt in ih^ youri^lers. And' enougti. when tbe pot is boiling (bo 
alL wl ■ 


after alL what have they got to lose? 
WHY SHOULD IT STOP? 

If the old Marxist bit about 'no¬ 
thing to lose but your chains* applies 
anywhere in Britain today, it’.s in 
Norihern Ireland. The school¬ 
children of Belfast have nothing to 
lose and nothing to look forward to 
if they don't make somctliing for 
themselves out of the shambles their 
parents have bequcaihcd them. And 


furiously, the Lid is clamped down 
good and hard. 

When (he bourgeois right to ex- 
ploiL to lie and deceive, to hold us 
down for ever, is challenged openly 
and (hey have to make a stand or 
go under—then we see the real, the 
organised, the institutionalised vio¬ 
lence in which they believe. 

Deep down, where it really matters 
—all law is gun law. 

Justin 


Building ourPrisons 
Dtoghig our Graves 


Don't miss this new 
series of 8-pagers / 

Order No. 1 now from 
FREEDOM BOOKSHOP 
Is. including post <cwo) 


Yt)U MIGHT THINK it’s some kind 
^ of joke first of all. (he news that 
Driiith prisoners are being paid less than 
thirty bob a week to help build their 
own prisons. 

The Dircelor-General of Prisons is 
reported to have said that over (he 
Dczt twenty yean the authorities hope 
lo con five thousand prisoners into 
rebuilding the nation's jails-^witb union 
co-operation. 

The Guardian said ominously: 'The 
countr)* is in for t«’o decades of the 
most intensive prison-building and re¬ 
pairing since the 18405 and 18509.' With 
increased polke activity to keep the 
cells nicely overflowing, no doubt 

Obviously the prison authorities hope 
to kill three birds with one stone- Give 
the boy’s—mostly middle- and long-term 
prisonen—something to do so they don't 
revolt out of boredom. Please (he liberal 
reFommts with an inexpensive gesture 
towards rehabititatlon. And, most of 
all, get a job on the cheapo 

With the masterly cynicism that only 
the State U capable of. prisonen are 
being thrown a few crumbs in return 
for tbdr near-slave labour. 

At Lewes Jail for example^where 
prison workera saved the autboriiies 
£35,0(X>^(hey now have windows that 
actually open lo (he air, improved 


washing facilities, and (he opportunity 
to turn their o«*n lights out in the 
evening! 

it's no joke. It fits neatly with the 
whole beautiful logic of a system that 
condemns tis all to spend our entire 
lives building our own prisons and 
digging our own graves. 

We work week-io week-out for bosses 
who steal everything we produce ond 
then ‘give* us wages so we can eat 
and sleep to be fit to clock in again 
next morning, same time, same place. 

We wauh the taxman take a rake-off 
for (he faceless Authority (tut moulds 
our lives, cutting most of us off from 
any knowledge of what we realty want 
to be and da 

We pay the politicians to dominate 
us. the media to He to us. (be army 
to subjugate, and the police to keep 
the streets tidy of any signs of revolt 

And ultjmately»wi(h the perfect (ogie 
that only the insane can muster--we 
put on unifonnt and take up guns to 
defend our matters* right to control us 
and own our democratic right to be 
slaves. 

All of us have built the prisons we 
live in. and for the moment most of 
us imagine they are really holiday-camps. 
But one day we shall tear down the 
WSJU. HAtRY Maxmeil 









SHEUEY THE SOD! 


*niE MASK OF ANAKaiV hj Petty 
BynW Sbclky. Krapoikla Uththow 
PubHntiee, l(i loc. post. 

Y^KEN the Mjutchester Yegmjioc>’ and 
15!h Htatan rode, tabret drawn, 
into the thouiands of men. women and 
children packed into Sl Pden Fiddo 
on August 16. 1819, they could ha\*e 
created in English Re\‘o1utioo. The 
MuMcte of Peterloo was just a more 
extreme example of government go%’«m- 
ing—a little too obviously—cruelly and 
merdkssly. In this case the local iroopi 
—for ibere was no police force, and 
ibus no police violence—w*ere only too 
eager to gel at the radicals, as the 
Manchester Yeomanry was made up of 
lownsxnen—butchers and bakers; mer¬ 
chants and publicans; shopkeepers—who 
feared the arrogance and organization 
of these ’common* people gathe^ peace¬ 
ably together in their leal unions and 
lown or ssllage commuoittes. (TItc £,.ra 
and Soddletvflrth Union carried a pitch- 
black Pag with *Lm‘o’ lettered in white 
over two hands and heart) 

Howe\‘cr. instead of a revolution, there 
was an even stronger reaction from 
the authorities, nnd although rcv'olu- 
tionary groups existed both before Pcler- 
loo and. many more, after, the)* were 
fragmented with lack of political leader¬ 
ship sufRaent to create a nationwide 
inrurrectioo. 


As E. P. Thompson writes in his 
tribute to ’the poor stockinger. the Lud¬ 
dite Cropper, the ’’obsolete ” handtoom 
w'eav’cr. the utopian artisan' — The 
SiaUnt Of The Enfliih Working Cftus 
—fPenguin): 

'From IBIS until the Chartist years, 
the movement always appeared most 
rigorous, contisienl and heallhy at 
the bue. and especially in such provin¬ 
cial centres as Damiley and Halifax, 
Loughborough ami Rochdale. 

Its true heroes were the local book- 
scHen and newsv'cndon. trade union 
organizers, seerdaries and local spea¬ 
kers for the Hampden Clubs and 
Political Unions—men who did not 
expect to become honoured life- 
pemionen of the movement as a 
reward for imprisonment, and who. 
in many cases, were too obscure to 
do more than leave a few records 
of their activity in the local press 
or the Home Olhee papers.* 

Because of Peterico, Percy Bysshe 
Shelte>' wrote The Mask Of Anmehy, 
a poem whkh for so long has been 
almost ignored or left out of collections 
of his work. Hii intention wns that 
it might act as any m.iniresto or declara¬ 
tion docs—to strengthen the already 
knowledgeable people to net togciher, 
to overcome the dilTlcultics—by reaching 
the public through one of the many 
radical new'vpapcrs of that lime, only 


four y«in ihWm(«too. In ihli c^ 
he oem II lo Ldth Hsnt, odilor of <m 
lUom/nrr, who, beeauM of finea 
imprlsotuneni from irticlei •Iready pub- 
liihed. held back and not until Polity 
was dead atxl iba laiM that leu burning 
did he print it, in ]B)2t 
This aras an undcrttandable thing U> 
have done, but mt»ch more than |u»t 
tt pity, becaute Sh«il«y*» writings had 
already reached a radical public through 
Richard Carlile’i pirated editions of the 
Ntnet to Queen Mab. These notes 
Include direct statements on polKics; 
sea; religion; vegetarianism and ^n- 
sumcr society. Foc example essnyi like 
Even Love h Soldi There h No God‘, 
No Longer Now He Slays The Lasnh 
That Looks Utm In The Eocr, And 
Statesmen Boast Of It'ca/rW (All of 
which need a publisher today? I) 

To have had this powerful, simple 
and direct poem. The Mask Of Anarehy, 
circulating in such editions and such 
fiewspapm as the Exartifnert Otack 
Dwarf (the original Bfoek Dwarf which 
could say of the various sodeties, unions 
and political clubs: *Thosc who con¬ 
demn clubs either do not understand 
what they can accomplish, or they wish 
nothing to be done. ... Let us look 
at and emulate the palieni resolution 
of the Quaken. They have conquered 
without arms—without violence—without 
threats. They conquered by union*). 
VoUikal Reglurtt Ooegon (whose editor 
iohn Wade was author of the Block 
Book tcvenling corruption, nepotism and 
waste). Medusa. Manchester Observer, 
and RrpttMtean. to have had The Mask 
Of Anorchy In any of these in IBI9 
wx)uld have been an Inspiration to the 


movantaol for radical raforvn If aot lo* 
srardi an Dngflsh revolution. If only 
Bfhdiay had aant it to Richard Oillio, 
iha moil ftarlati of the aditora, who 
not only was raaponilbla for iba Rr/wh- 
Hean; for reprinting Paine** writing* and 
for raprinting parodioi and satire* Ilka 
those of the IJlany, Creed and Cal* 
cehism; hut svas inslnimental In gaining 
the right to puhlhh any radkel pre**1 
(Catllle continued to e«lit the RepttMlean 
from jail and after his arrest his wife 
and siiter primed and hawked ii« fol¬ 
lowed 4iy an army of some IJO voluntoeri 
who served a total of 200 year*' Im* 
prisonmcfil for their right to sell their 
newspaper!) 

The Mask Of Anaeehy Is a ballad 
of nonviolent revolution which Is now 
in primed form through Kropotkin 
Lighthouse PuMicallont. If you dim*! 
and won*! read poetry read this after 
reading C. P. '^mpson's book and 
after fe«ding about Shelley** life and 
work. It Is a poem of It* time which 
is just as relevant in attitude and action 
ai when it was written, and thank* In 
ftm Huggon is in print again, wilh n 
truly splendid cover drawn hy Arthur 
Moyse—a regular FarnooM writer. Just 


ft fragment: 

And Anorchy the Skelehm 
Bowed and grinned to everyone 
At well ui tf hit rdwrnrfiui 
lloJyot ten mitUont to she tunUm 
for he knew the fktlM-et 
Of our kings wrre righity hu 
Wt the srtpift, crown ,md gloh. 
And the gttld (nwovm robe * 

.So he sent his slarrs keftwe 
To I fire the Bmik nnd Towtr 
And was proeeedtng with Intrnt 
To meet hit pensUmrd 
When one fled p,ttt. ii ttumfstr 
And her ntmte wrir fhi/v, she 4 ,j,/ 
But she hhtked more Uke UeinAr 
And she fried out In the olr 
My father Time Is weak and gmy 
With waiting for a l^rtter day 
See how UUot-Uke he stands 
Pumbllng with his pnfilci/ handtl 
l*iar;v Hvnwir .Sitrjirv. 

The Mtuk Of Anarchy 1% nhuimhU 
from Kropotkin Ughtlwuso I'uhliratjnni 
c/o llm«man«, 5 Cdlc<lonlan Ho,e' 
l,ondon, N.l, nml Frccdoni Press, Ma 
Whiicchapel High Street. IM. 1,/ul 
eluding post. 

Hr^in flnott) 


WHATTHEN,AREWETODO? 


Recent Pamphlets and Small Mags 


rpHE FIELD of small local publishing 
grows in strength; all over the 
country*, it seems, people are getting out 
their own publications. Revolutionary* 
presses—or. more usually, old second¬ 
hand duplicators, have oever been rolling 
*0 fast. doing evcr>*thing possible 

Eo build up the national libertarian 
Tcvoluiionary press, anarchist*—as the 
epitome of the de-ccntroliit concept— 
ought lo encourage and suppon these 
local eflorts. Below. I review some of 
the smalt publicalioas that have come 
my way. 

Red aod Blariw Produced by the North 
West Fesieration of Anarchists, Red and 
Black is eveiylhifig a revolulionaiy* pro¬ 
pagandist magazine ought to be. The 
standard of production is exocUcot. 
acar^ly a typing error to be found. 
Articles are directed right at the mao 
in tbc sifoet, including 'Rtslcy —Her 
Majesty's Death Centre* (an inside story 
of suicide and brutality in an everyday 
British nicil and cxceBeni adv'ice on 
screwing your right* out of the Sodal 
Security. Lou more too; from Ron 
Marsden. 9 Boland Street. Manchester 14. 
No price displayed; 1/- should be enough. 

The CatoDfvlIlo Road Raoner. Revo¬ 
lutionary Christian mag—first-class pro¬ 
duction. Don’t groan—all you anarchist 
atheists—try thinking. Gets right back 
to the iohcrenlly ANTI-^ATE basts of 
true Christianity. \f6 a time (£1 for 10 
issues inc. post). Love, brothers. We 
may never believe io your God, but your 
truly aoarchisl attitude to the state, war, 
rftctaiism. etc., makes you the best advert 


JC could wish for. Available from 3 
Caledonian Road. London, N.L 

Hetty the Unready. An anarchist 
answer to a recent pamphlet published 
by the Communist Party entiilcd 'Ultra- 
Leftism in Britain*. In tho process of 
tearing to shreds the lying attacks and 
distortions hurled by the CP against 
those who oppose Stalinism from the 
Left, Lauiens Oiler carries out a brilliant 
demolition job on all varlellei of the 
Marxist Spastic. The ’Betty* of the title 
is Mr*. Betty Reid, an aged Sulinia 
hack <wbo has defended ev’cry Soviet 
atrocity from the Stalin trials lo the re¬ 
pression of Hungary). 'The political skill 
with whidi Laurens Oner exposes tbc 
CP should ie.*)Ch her lo stay quietly in 
her wheelchair in future. Again, no 
marked price; try sending !/• to Laurens 
Otter. 3S Natal Road, ’niomtoo Heath. 
Croydon. CR4 SQH. 

Two Men Sharing One Wife. Already 
adviertised in the Contact Column of 
Duxpom, this must surely rate for tho 
most idiotic pamphlet of the year prize. 
OstcDsibiy prodwxd by the Polyandry 
Study Group, for which read Mr. Paul 
Pawlowski, the pamphlet advxicate*— 
as a cure for everything from over¬ 
population to chilblains—4he keeping 
of one worrsan by several men. The ex¬ 
ploits of Mr. Pawlowski. accompanied 
by various unsuccessful social misIHa, 
in combing the street* of London for a 
suitable wench, read like the w’orst kind 
of pornography—wi^ racialist over- 
tones. Mr. Pawlowski admits himself 
that balf-costcs have no place in the 


ANARCHYNoJOS 



brave new world of polyandry. Mr. 
Pawlowski'* thinly veiled racialism a^d 
his fear and holmJ of people of Asian 
or African type—and hii apparent desire 
to impiegnato every w*oman in sight (so 
long as they're white) should arouse tbc 
disgust of every liberation inlemaiionalisi 
and Frildom should cease to advertise 
this nith forthwith. 

Tlic ITghilng hfoutc. Due to be shortly 
produced by Aberdeen Anarchist* and 
Syndicalist*, The fighting Mouse 1* a 
single dupticated fhoetj de^gaod a* a 
gUo-aw^y pfopagAlfdi’leaflet. A sucCesvor 
lo the now defunct ‘Aberdeen Militant*, 
the Mouse will have an initial print of 
500. After a few free issues, the Mouse 
Will give birth, it is hoped, to a 3d. 
magazine. Id. lo outildcn (plus sac) 
from Peter Dickie. 136 Rosemount 
Place. Aberdeen. 

Pom.—Standi for Pupili* Own Revo¬ 
lutionary' Newspaper. Produced by 
Aberdeen Free Spools Croup, in which 
lool anarchist* participate, previous 
issues have contained everything from 
revolutionary socialist manifestos to 
long, boring liberal diatribes. No. 3 now 
out—costs 2d. (plus sac) from Dave Ken- 
worthy. I AbboLsfonl Place. Aberdeen. 

PCTtIt THU PAIKTIJt 


LETTER 

Racial 

Discrimination 

Dear Sir, 

We believe in standing up for our¬ 
selves. Our people are in constant 
oppression from the local people. They 
b^t our people, rob and also kilt. The 
policemen, in the name of law and order, 
suppresi us. The local MP, Mr. Peter 
Shore, just says. 'Sorry, I don't think I 
can do anything about it. I wish I could*, 
and only desires to keep aod make us 
feel Inferior to the local people. He 
talks of Jaw for equality ^tween the 
Continentals and the nalivxs. ’Thii locans 
nothing and it his way of fooling the 
British people in order to get Iheir voles 
in the coming election. 

The film made by Craisada Tekviiion 
about OUT joint meeting at Toynbee Hall 
with African organistUons on February 
21 wo* shown 00 'World in Action* of 
March 9. It was shown in t distorted 
way and did not present our problems 
in a fair manner. Consequently the 
Bitack* on our people have increased 
since then. So for we have recorded 
seventeen cases and many more have not 
been recorded. It is quite clear that this 
Granada film has Inciled the natives. ’The 
allitudo of Mr. Peter Shore has also 
been much worse. 

Thank you, 

Youn faithfully. 

Tm SflcnerAftY. 

PftkJiunl ProgreMive Party. 

46 //anbury Streei, S. I s 


AS IS USUAL, the big news of iho 
^ week has been an incident Involving 
direct action. A group of Japnoeso 
students calling themselves *The Red 
Army’ commandeered an nitiiner with 
103 pasKoger* and forced the pilot with 
the threat of n sword to fly lo North 
Korea—the pilot initially landed in South 
Korea but eventually with the exchange 
of paiiengert for a minor Cabinet 
Minister the plane flew to North Korea 
where (he MiAjents embarked. 

*rbe newspaper reactions have been 
typical. The Gunrdhw on April I (the 
date hiis no aignificance) rnn nn cdllorini 
entitled *When Innocents sufTeri. *nils 
lender took o(T from the Japanese hijack 
and ‘examined’ tevernl situations—strikes 
in New York. Embassy kidnappings In 
South America, demonstrations at Heath¬ 
row Airport are listed but obviously 
strikes in general and dcmOAitrollons 
at South African football and cricket 
matcbei are Ineluded by impliailion. 
.Tliis makea the well-known pdntrthit 
where u demonslrallun. a strike or wa 
action makes the ‘innocent* public suffer, 
such an action is by that very act 
undemocratic. 

The Cuardiim itself docs not genernlire 
upon specific issues. On the Japanese 
political liiuatioD, tho DritlsK Press can 
be quite objective. The Guardian even 
concurs 'that the release of 15 poUiical 
prisoners in Brazil last year was worth 
some temporary discomfort to the Ameri¬ 
can Ambassador'. The Guardian reserves 
its criticism for the puny demonstration 
of Heathrow when a group protesting 
at the airport noise attempted to block 
the airport (rafllc. The Guardlon re¬ 
grets, as it docs regarding South African 
dcrnoftslralions the trouble lo the 'in- 
noccnl* public. 

The Fress of this country maintalrn 
the illusion, of whkh they arc part, 
that there are demoncralic channels regu¬ 
larly available on all issues by which 
grievances con he remedied and there¬ 
fore direct action mcthodi ore unneces¬ 
sary and therefore ‘undemocratic* since 
they cause inconvenience nnd hardship 
to xcctions of the population. It will 
freely admit, when pressed, that there 
arc extreme lUtiaiions (usually in other 
countrks) when direct action Is the 
only way; the Press will even admit 
that given certain circumstances (which 
would naturally never occur in Britain 
today) a judicious policy of asiaisinalion 
has ill merits. It will not recognise 
the fact that 'the democratic process* 
lo whkh it nominally lubscrlbe* is a 
myth; even as a theory ii was only 
put forward in a Greek city-state founded 
on slavery. With the growth of political 
parties and a sadly misinformed elec- 
torole, the practice has degenerated to 
such an extent that with the power 
that law and money can exercise, svilh 
the merging of Labour and Conservative 
(and Democratic and Republican) poli¬ 
tical viewpoinu it has become n 
mockery. The democraik channels. If 
Indeed they ever existed, hove become 
truly blocked not only by the co-censut 
politics but by tho natural delays in¬ 
herent in a bureaucrolic structure. 

In such circumstance* nil situations 
whether It be the Vietnam war, BUfra, 
housing, pollution, airport noise, indus¬ 
trial relations, univerrily condhiens. racial 
discrimination, civil lilKrlles. censorship. 
South African apartheid, can be con¬ 
sidered ai extreme and urgent and the 
only response it direct action. Wc cannot 
wait for tital whkh we know ts unlikely 
lo be done. All that can be done li 


to call attention ilianiatlcnlly ami pitb- 
liciy lo the situation, in (he way that 
the extreme reaction to pain Is th* 
only way rise body can slgnnl (hat some¬ 
thing is wrong. 

The second fallncy of llw Gumdion 
argument is (hat of iho ‘innoccnl* public. 
If indeed we live In a democracy where 
decisions are arrived at with ihc cooKnl 
ol the majority of (Im poptiladon, llisre 
Is less ptnslhlliiy of any 'innoceocc', 
for decisions wliich Invnlvo inhislkc, 
siscial hardship, unjust and bnilxl wars, 
approval of undemocratic rrghues, luve 
nil hoen approved; or. which is the 
same, ncM ohjected lo by lire ‘innocent' 
public. If. on the other hand, siKh 
decisions Itavo not Ifccn dcmocralkelty 
arrived nl. IlKre it omptc jmtiflcaihm 
for objection. After all. Hiller was 
elected 'dcmrKrntically* and all his octs 
were 'legally* sanctified. 

But the guilt or Innocence of ibe 
^public* hai further Impllcalions. One 
of the anarchists executed l>9fnb. 
aiUntutt 'III r.ifh In the hiM CCntUrj 
said. There are no innoccnl tumrgeolsle,* 
This is (rue. and il Is Indeed even true 
of Iho proletariat If such can be sahl 
lo exist In this country at this time. 
The convenience of quick flights on 
holiday, the cheap fruit from Spain 
and South Africa, the smooth flow of 
Shell Oil from Nigeria, the steady cm- 
ploymenl on foreign defence cnnlroctt, 
nil carry with them lire guilt of respon¬ 
sibility for injusike, social haidihlp, 
unjust and brutal wars and toisliiariaQ 
regimes. 

Tho real crime of the ‘Innocent* h 
ignornnee and this is just whni demon¬ 
strations are aimed nl. Not only are 
‘democraiic* channels blocked, the com¬ 
munication channels are also blocked 
to peaceful, democratic and diill protest 
but a lively demonsiraiion (violence Is 
preferred by (he media) Is sure to 
make tiro headlines or Invade the goggle¬ 
box. 

Finally, it w.is left to lire reactionary 
right-wing Spectantr. giving tire view¬ 
point of the less-thnn-progresslvc Ocorgo 
Gale, to give (tie story of Oyde W. 
McKay, lunior, nnd Alvin I. Gbtowiki. 
The fact that these names nre unknown 
it adequate testimony to the power of 
the Press in stifling public npinlon 
unonhodoxly expressed. 

’These two young men. described by 
the Press as ’pot-happy hippk*' were 
the two who, at gunpoint, held up and 
diverled a shipload of bombs deiHned 
for Vietnam. Clyde McKay lald, 'Presi¬ 
dent Nixon telh the world he wants to 
do-dcalaic (he war. *o we thought we'd 
help him h bit. . . . T thought it bella 
to threaten by force n few people k 
the ship and ao prevent iho throat to 
many people in Asia reprcscolesi by IM 
thousands of napalm bombs which the 
ship was carrying for US planw based 
In Thailand.* 

This would eoem to be the fln«l 
example of direct action lo 
Vietnam swir llrat has yet emerged. War 
it undemocraik? Certainly. Congi^s 
voted for Iho wnr and there h« bocn 
no tml-Vklnam war vote. Was u 
violent? Yc*, there wax the inrrat m 
shooting the tnptuin ond the 
I3id it Inconvenience nnyone? Yes. tne 
Ship's crew Iwd to take to 
nnd (ho ship's consignment will »xc 
n long time (if over) lo gel IJ ^ 
US bomber*. Wm it justified? K 
Spectator writer can »ay ye*. 
the Guardian cart 

loot RoeiHWN. 







Russian Trade Dnions Proiesi 


i' 


A plenary meeting ci ihc All- 
Union Ccnlnl Council of Trade 
wms bdd in Mosoow rtccnlty, 
Kp^rts S<nici (tO.iTO). The Cen- 
tisJ Council discuoed i report by 
ShdepiA. ■ riMinber of ibo 
poUlical bureau of ibe Soviet Com- 
Jouiiist Party, the appointed chairman 
of the AUCXTU and a former head 
^ the KGB. The meeting also heard 
• icport by Vasily ProLhorov on ’iho 
I fA-* of the Trade Union orgamsattoni 
in intcosif)inA the work for more effi- 
aai and ecooomical use of raw 
mtcrials. fuel, power, etc,, in the 
natiooa) economy*. 

*TlM AUCCTU also passed a reso> 
lotion 00 Vasil)* Prokhorov's report in 
«hich it ursed alt factory and office 
workers and the entire people lo de¬ 
velop further the country-wide move¬ 
ment for a thrifty attitude in all sectors 
of communist (read "state-capitalist") 
cosstjrvctioo and called upon them to 


make thc»r pcrvunal lahour contnbuiton 
to she common cauve of reaching the 
targetv of the Five->'car Plan ahead of 
schedule and to ensure that the cenicnary 
of Lenin's birth was celebrated in Q 
worthy manner * 

After catling on the Soviet workers 
t<» harder and increase their pro- 

di^vity (and exploitation), the leader¬ 
ship then announced that new sanatoria 
and rest homes would be built this 
year—in order that the Russian workers 
might recover from their increased ac- 
livtiies and endeavours. Indeed, it was 
reported that 20 million factory and 
other workers would receive treatment 
in the coming year. Obviously, ’welfare’ 
pa)*! o(T for the Russian nilen! 

The AUCCTU then issued a protest 
against the persecution of *patrioO by 
the reactionary regime in Greece* and 
demanded 'the immediate release of 
Trade Union leaders and all Greek 
patriots fighting for the legitimate rights of 


ihcn people lo frcctlonj nnd ilcmocracy* 
\et*i docs not. houever. mention 
whether the AtK^ IU pavscil any 
resolutions condemning ibe imprijonmenl 
and persecution of So\ici patriots and 
‘intellectuals* who hnd been imprivoned 
in the Soviet Union for ’fighting for 
the legitimate rights of ihcir people to 


freedom and dem«K;tacy‘ Peihap*. m 
their cnihiivtasm for haider wmV and 
more ciricieno. they forgot Nor i' 
It reported lliai tlrey patted any le^o 
lulion< supporiinii or advocating strike*, 
or ’work vioppagev' as the Yngovlav 
Communisti put It. hy Russian worker* 
ogainM their State employers* eshorta- 
lions to work harder Perhaps they 
forgot them as well, Iliil. then, the 
AUCCTU has a long history of pro- 
testing ngainsi iniusttcrs in mosr countries 
of the world—except its own 

PniR Niwitt 
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Appeal to BritishTrade Unronists 


MERSEYSIDE NOTES 


VAUXIIALLS 

E aster week brought a five million 
pound rise to Vauxhall car worken. 
This increase (already in the pipeline as 
n consequence of ibe Ford pay settle¬ 
ment) was hurried through in an effort 
to settle the Ellesmere Port stoppage, 
where a strike by 110 members of the in¬ 
spection department over wage difFeren- 
tiab was gradually bringing all produc¬ 
tion to a halL 

The fact that this quite considerable 
wage increase did not satisfy the iirikers 
is one more indication that ibe spate of 
strikes within the car industry, although 
oetenslbly geared to wage iacreasa. in 
fact draw their strength from the men's 
resentment at the ever-increasing pres¬ 
sure on their work performance. This 
particular strike has been ended by the 
personal appeal of Hugh Scanlon. Presi¬ 
dent of the AEU However both the 
Union and Vau.vhalls arc now committed 
- to a deeper study of the pay. structure, 
*inc~ &r inautixy” 

has brought to the workers belli a larger 
slice of the cake and. to a small degm, 
some say in their future work conditions. 

MERSEY FERRIES 

The riling of the moon on Easter 
Monday w'as a signal for, the stoppage 
of the crews operating the ferry between 
Liverpool and Birkenhead over long 
houn and short wages. The following 
night the Ltveipool-Seacombc ferrymen 
itntck for similar reasons. A small 
moaetary pallia(iv*e resulted work in 
both cases. But once again, both Ferry 
Aulborilies are commiUed to looking 
into both work and pay schedules. 

OVERTIME 

The day after the ferry strike, a 
Merseyside coroner criticised a firm for 
allowing one of its drivers to vvoik n 
102-hour week. a< :t fcvull of whivf* he 


had stumbled and been fatally hurt. 
Ev-en after adjusting this number for 
maintenance and overtime allowance, 
this man must havT worked a 70-bour 
weeki 

LIVERPOOL DOCKS 

Following the Easier holiday. Liver¬ 
pool Docks were undennanned to the 
extent of ftvx ships being unattended. 
Tbo employers admitted that this was 
due to chronic labour shoruge and not 
to absenteeism. However (here ii no 
sign of (hem backing down in their 
donand to have the final say in labour 
rccnjitmcni, which is Ihe cause of the 
shortage and is contrary lo all dock 
labour iradition 

The 'Blue Union* stewards, for their 
part, havx presented demands culminat¬ 
ing in a 20-hour £45 week. With what 
iv known of port profits both present 
and poTenliol. (his is not an unrealistic 
demand. 


A FEW WEEKS AGO. the Canadian 
division of Dunlops Ltd . a Brili*h- 
ov>*ned plant, announced that m would 
close on May I- Ifie Company has 
claimed lhal it is losing money Jn 
response, the worken first offered to buy 
the factory and keep it running, using 
their pension fund for this purpose Ibc 
Company rejected the ofTer. The wor¬ 
kers' next step was lo request the provin¬ 
cial government of Onurio to do a 
feasibilit)* study of the plant, to establish 
whether the Company's statement of 
losses was true. The government an¬ 
nounced its willingness to undert.alc 
such a study, provided the Company 
agreed. Tbe Company refused permivsion 
for the study. A rally and march were 
held by the workers and ihcir union 
(the United Rubber Workers of Anicrical 
in Toronto on April I. If the pbnt is 
closed as planned on May I, most of the 
workers face the prospect of permanent 
unemployment, no nllcmattve work hav¬ 
ing heen provided in the locality. 

Clearly this iuuc is of direct concern 
to (he labour movement in Oriuin. The 
Company is Britith-owned. part of the 
giant new Company form^ by the 
merger of Dunlop and Pirelli. The 
Canadian workers have raised vital poli¬ 
tical demands for accountability, in 
calling for a feasibility study. This has 
been a demand pioneered in this country 
by the Institute for Workers' Control in 
such situations as the GEC-AEI-EE clo¬ 
sures on Mereeysidc. It is significant 
therefore that the American union's local 
132 in Toronto has addressed an appeal 
for voTidxrily from Ontish Unions and 
MPs to our own IWC. Further dclaiN 


of (he workers' camp.iign and their 
situation are awaited In the meanlime 
howTver. iniemalional solidarity wiih 
this struggle is urgently needed: telegrams 
of support for the Canadians can be 
oddressed to: 

Philip Japp, Unilcd Rubber Workers of 
America, local 132. and Judy T. Iluch- 
bindcr, Pravis W'orkers* Control Task 
force. I Gr.int Sired 'loronto. Canada. 



PUl AS MIND 

March Total: 

Monthly Ineome: 

Income Sales and Subs.: 
Jan. and F«b. b/f,: 


Eapcodlture: 

3 Freedoms and 
I Anarchy at £150: 

March deficit: 
Juo. and Feb. deficit b/f.: 


Lass Mardi Prrvv Fund: 
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Any hn»k nol in stork, hoi In 
print can be promptly supplied. 

Book Tokcai accepted. 

Plr««e add pmitge A rmh with 
order betpv. 

Ne*s Rooks on AnarchUm 
and kindred sotiRets 

Floodgaiev of Arurchy 

Albert Meltrcr and Stuart Christie 31/- 
Eros ai>d Clvlliniion 

Herbert Marcuse SO/- 
Rlrih of Our Power Victor Serge 30/- 
Revololionisls In f>ondo«i 

James W. Hulse 48/- 

Kends lo Freedom 

fiertrand Ruvsell (paperKsek) 6/- 
The Kgo aisd HK Own Max Stimer 40/- 
Rchcl in Paradise: A Riogniphy of 
Emma Goldman Richard Drinnon S4/- 
lloly War in Belfast 

Andrew RoytJ (paperback) 8/6 
The llawkspor Eiperimcnf 

W David Wills 24/- 
.Nelll and Summcrhill: the Man und 
Ills Work Pictorial study by 

John W'almslcy (paperback) 7/- 
Summerhill A. S Neill 7/- 

Three Works by William Morris 

(paperback) 10/4 

The RHdits of Woman 

.Mary WolJslonccraft. and 
On rlie Sobjeciieo of Women 

John Stuart Mill 14/- 
Summcihill:a Radical Approach 
to Education A.S.Neill30/- 

Anarchy and Order Herbert Read 21/- 
Mara. Preudbeo and Eampean 
Socialism J Hampden J.'ickson 12/4 
William Morris: Selected Wrltiofs 
and Designs 

(ed.) Asa Briggs (paperback) 7/4 
Conicmporary British Art 

Herbert Read (paperback) 8/4 
Eduoition Tbroogb Art 

Herbert Read (paperback) 14/- 
Selccfcd Wriiiogs 

P I Pfoudhno (paperback) 20/- 


The Employcn* Fedention upped ihcir 
wage offer again thii sveek. only Co have 
it rejected. 

Sttmeo'i leader, Gordon Noirin, drew 
attention to the penal dauscs whi'ch^ 
though not as sev*ere as the old ooes*- 
are retained io the new ’Merchant Ship- 
ping Act* now before Ihe Lords. Norrin 
spoke rather ambiguously about ’May 
Day'. So perhaps there is some more 
‘direct action* in the olBag. 

TRAJMSPORT 

Reduced services and increased fares 
hav'e brought forth rumblings from both 
passengers and crews on iMtb sides of 
the water. The shorter houn worked by 
crews bring them no relief, as they have 
to be w'orked over the same period. The 
only result U> the busmen is a rcduciion 
in an .*>lrcaily low wage. 

Wobbly. 


FPse’^Radio is Back Agaia 


All correapondenCT lo 

Pclcr Ijt Marc. 5 llannnfore Rond, 

UoMon Park, Birmlogham 16 


ANARCHIST 
FEDERATION 
of BRITAIN 


W HEN. JUST BEFORE Easter, the 
pop radio ship Mebo II anchored 
6| miles ofl the Esaex coast and started 
transmitting as Radio Nordsce Intec- 
naiionat. all those connected with the 
venture seemed likely to be transformed 
into popular folk heroes. There they 
were risking life and liberty (and over 
£400.<X)0 capital) in order to defy the 
dictates of the DriUsh Government to 
give the British public what it wants: 
'free' radio. 

Unfortunately. RNI chose to transmit 
on a frequency in (he medium wave 
band stupidly close to that used by 
coastguards, lightships, etc., for radio 
contact. Consequently, the pirates* 103 
kilowatts of pop power is alleged to have 
blocked the communication channels of 
these coastal services. Their first reaction 
was to deny that this was so Presum¬ 
ably, they supposed that if they denied 
the allegations for long enough the 
adverse press publicity would, eventually, 
fade away (as it did with the previous 
pirates). 

When RNI finds another frequency on 
the medium wave band it seems likely 


that it will become a pennanent feature 
of the pop scene—at least until (he Swiss 
Cov'cmment is forced by international 
pressure to adhere to the 1965 fntcr- 
national agreement against oiTshon; 
broadcauing. (RNI is run hy u .Swiss 
company! 

Of course, the 'frccdoni' advocated by 
the pop pintes h.xs nothing to do with 
the freedom advocated by us Anarchists. 
Their 'freedom' is (he right-wing freedom 
for the shrewd eapitalist to make a fast 
pound without government interference. 

All they want is a mindless mass 
audience which they can sell to the 
advertisers. The whole thing must be 
developed to this end. The world is full 
of happy jingle-singing consumers who 
have their tastes created and satisfied— 
at a pricc^by the benevolent advertisers. 
There arc no social problems $0 what is 
there 10 discuss? We are perfectly free 
and happy so what is there to agilaie 
about? ^ comes respectably sublimated 
in the adverts so why waste precious 
listening-lime fucking? 

Just lie down and we'll ‘sock-it-to- 
yah*. . . TnjiRv Phillips. 


The aFB informitioo office will pro¬ 
duce an Utemal builetin. Comradea 
iatertited in its production are to meet 
in Birmingham on the first Sunday of 
ttch month. All groups will be informed 
ia detail. Address all letters to: 

Peter Lt Mare, 5 Hanoafore Road. 
Rotton Park. Birmingbam. 14. Tel. 
021-454 6871. Material that cannot 
wait for (be bulletin lo be seal to 
IL Atkina, Vanbru^ College. Hes- 
lingtoo, York. The Coataei CoTtmui 
Id Treedom* b abo amllable for 
orgeat loforaulloa. 

Croups should send lalart addresses 
to Binmisgham. New inquirers should 


write direct 10 them or to tbc AFB 

ioformalion office to Birmingham. 

An RECIONAL CROUPS 
Tbfr< trr ao« anarchist groupa in ahsaat tvcfr 
pert of tbc coua<i7 To Bud yoor rn rn tm woop 
oirita to. 

OfMicbccrcr AovtbbU cod SjodicoAliur Jtochd 
GoMiUb. 34 Wficrpork Rood. Siltord. 7. 
CmmmMi A. iacobc. 13 Lodrob Rood, JL AhuII. 
(M. Ma. 8.1 

£mcs a C. Ootij P Sowed. ‘Aeeeaa’. Spciaa 
Lane. RitM Aah Ovoes, Cekroiler. (QM, FL.) 
Server O Whfht, 47 Collc«i Road, Epaoei 
Socaai E Poole, i TUsburr. FIndoft Read. Whlta- 
hawk, Bnj^too. 

yorhAhirci Marin Watkins. S Mariborooth Gvorc. 
7- 

Scodaodi 0. L^. 12 Ron Sirect. Ctaaf^. 
WaiMt c/o P L. Mire (addreu above) 

N. l/ataodi c/o Freedom Praat 

Irelaodi e/o P. J.. Mtrc (addren above). 
Uotvaniff and Sladaal CfOop*! e/o P L. IdSiv. 
rAbbecvtaitoMi M—metfiok; Ma— m a fai i pc ; 
B-bidjq; Q— Ouartcrir: Ft— frea tcaRai* * 


TV AprO issue of the AFBIB will be produced not at (he Le Mares*, 
who wlD be on bolkUy, but r( (he Arts Lab, 318 Summer Lane, Birming- 
19. No. 5 bus from town going down Snow HIU (o Summer Lane. 
Cet off at Tower Street stop. 1 p^ni- onwards, April 5 (Sunday). Arts 
Lab at side entrance lo the Birmiogbaffl Settlemeol, up the fire escape 
•tabs (Tower Street). 


LETTER 

Who Needs a Trip P 

Dear All, 

Like U was on 0 trip a while ogo: a 
brother from Derry and myself were 
discussing Anarchist solidarity so-called. 
We got hung up about Niall (six months 
in) and Ian (nine months). That Derry 
man is now back in Ireland. He could 
not take the petty factionalism of the 
English LeftPalmer, Lawks and 
Davoreo all behaving like little children 
over a new toy: the Anarchists up¬ 
tight and slightly paranoid or schixo 
after too much action and too many 
recriminations. He could not take it 
He's now living in the stratosphere per¬ 
manently. Good .luck, man. hope to 
sec you back with us soon. 

Meanwhile the cats back in Belfast 
work on. In the factories, on the 
streeu, talking, writini. action . . . and 
more action 1 And whal support have 
they had? Apart from Ihe help of 
five brothers and siiteni: £9 8s. Of 
Ibe five, all have been committed and 
active in other fieldL Like the chick 
who went over and helped to set up 
the poster workshops. Like (be one 
who went over with a tape-rveorder 
and wrote a long aitide in fr. 


reedont 


ress 


In particular, of course. I'm speaking 
of London. Mott of the money received 
came from the North (£8). and the 
work some groups arc doing in ihcir 
own* areas it fantastic (as is shown 
from their publications). But, comrades, 
don't forget Ireland. Let them know 
what's going on. Of course, they have 
no bread to spare—who baa? They 
have just obtained a duplicator, though, 
so wait for results. My opinion is they 
(the results) will be good and outrageous. 

Another opinion: an attempted Right- 
wing coup in May. guns and all. 

If you turn out any literature, please 
send Belfast a copy. They don’t expect 
help or even sustained ioierett—they 
know we are incapable of giving it. 

I have done my best for over a 
year, with others who are carrying on. 
But for me it has become work, oot 
a joy. So I'm packing it in for a while. 
I hope all those who know understand. 
Must take an ego trip. ‘The real 
meaning of revolution is not a change 
in management, but a change in man. 
*niis change we must make in our own 
lifetime nol for our children's sake, 
for (he revolution must be born of 
joy and not sacrifice.'—Cohn-Dcndii. Ob- 
soldo Communism. 


publish 

FREEDOM weekly at 9d. 
aod ANARCHY moolhly at 3s. 
froai 

84b Whitcdiapri High Sciecf 
Loadoa El 
01-247 0249 
Entrance Angel AUev'. 
Wbitecbapcl Art Gafteo’ 
Aldgate East IMderground Sta. 

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION 
Freedom: £Z3.4. $5.40 
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Freedom: £3.3.4, $9.00 
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Freedom by Air. Anarchy 
by Sea: £4.190. $1150 
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Reg. B. 


LETTER 

Property is Bobbery 

Dear Comrades. 

Could you print (he following letter in 
Frccdom— it may well save comradea 
money. 

'We would warn all British anarchisu 
about Ihc activities of a German youth, 
calling himself '‘Henry Roy” or "Jan 
Schmidt” or ’'Herman Schmidt”, who 
may approach revolutionary groups 
claiming to be a member of the left 
wing German movement, SDS. and says 
he is in fact a deserter from the Federal 
German Army. 

He has been given shelter by anardiixts 
—but we now have good reason to be¬ 
lieve he is NOT what he claims to be. 
Ho has stolen books, dothes aod has 
attempted to ash cheques stolen from 
sympathetic people who gave him a bed. 
^ warned; if he appean on your door* 
step, throw him out 

Fra tern ally. 

Iah'SL SuniEUjunx' 




















'P'OR PROBABLY ihc ftnl l«mc m ihc 
^ memory of Imog man. violence in 
Ameoo is once enetn bemi cherped 
(or creditedL aa ihe wtipii\t cacc may bel 
to tbc anarchy^anarchiit syiidrome, iSat 
Ured holey Ttetipe guaranteed co supply 
a full-blown bogey at the drop of a 
Molotov cocktail All of which can only 
a cootinuing. indeed a widening, 
brea^ between fact and doughty doxies 
that wSII not wither away. 

Tbe latest recrudetoence of establiih- 
meot offices sabouged. coming so toon 
after the rubbling of a Greenwich Village 
town-house which allegedly had been 
pressed Into service as a bomb factory 
by h>per-mi1iuat ncw-leflist factions, 
has shattered nerves as well as windows, 
oornmonsense no lest than lavatories 
Psychiatrists who would be politicians, 
politicians who would be psychiatrists— 
all soothsayers manqud. dulifully sifting 
ibe plaster entrails in Ihe hoary* tradition 
of the instant expert so revered these 
day»—they all. pr^ictably. have let fly 
solemn broadsid^ into the nearest tele¬ 
vision microphone and/or newspaper 
column with the purpose of pitting, 
dissecting and otherwise belaboring the 
obvious. 

But I don't mean to address myself to 
the problems daily confronting harassed 
editors and preachy politicians. What, 
we as anarchists must ask. is to be made 
of this situation—and that in both senses. 

Except for the bombing of the car in 
the Rap Brown case (two of Brow-n's 
colleagues were demolished therein the 
day beforo Brown was to appear for 
trial on tbc charges of arson and of in¬ 
citing to riot)—that bombing aside. 1 
think it is clear that all the bombings 
must have been tbe work of segments of 
the new. or newer, left That being so. 
it is in order to evaluate (1) their aims, 
and (2} their methods in the light of 
their aims. 

Their aims are lisuble 

1. to expose the vnjlnerability of the 
esublisbmeni—the enemy, or at least of 
isolated facades of that faceless enemy 

2. to rally support round their pro¬ 
gram by dramatic, spectacular acts 

3. to keep their private apparatus 
functional, and functioning, while the 
revolutionary day-of-reckoning is lured 
ever closer 

4. to bedeck their leadenbip. both 
overt and oovert. with a mantle of des¬ 
perado activism—the Che mystique 

5. by means of such elitist activism 
to supersede fuddy-duddy notions about 
having lo establish and hold a broad 
base of support through the tedious, un¬ 
spectacular and certainly undramatic 


Y CALL TO the attention of ail Anar- 
^ chists and others the cave of Juan 
Echebarria. incarcerated in Bri.vton in 
December 1969 aivd still inside, awaiting 
trial for throwing a petrol bomb at 
tbe Spanish Embassy. I reproduce a 
statement from the Spanish Workers' 
Defence Committee, which has not lost 
very much in the iransLaiion. because 
it was pretty weak anyway. (The 
Spanish Workers' Defcoce Committee 
h an organisation id England, and they 
•re one of the organisations really in¬ 
terested in this case.) 

'According to the allegations of the 
Britjih police, on Ihe night of Decem¬ 
ber 27. 1969. two Basque youths threw 
two bottles of inflaramable liquid at the 
Spanish Embassy in London (situated 
in Bcigrave Square) which did not ex¬ 
plode and for that reason caused no 
barm to person or property. 

l^e two Basque youths arc accused 
of intent to set on Are to an inhabited 
dwelling, and also with assault on police. 
These seem to be the facts, according 
to the police. The courts have refuted 
on six successive occasions to grant 
the accused bail pending trial. 

Let us five our attention to some 
facts which may be relevant to the 
events of the night of the 27t}L 

The Francoist Spanish Government 
has. of recent times, escalated the 
ferocious oppression which it has directed 
against the Basque people for years 
now. and particularly the militants of 
the patriotic and progressive fiavquc 
movement. 

The year of *69 has boeo one eipedally 
characterized by the successive cruelties. 
Let us not detail the hundreds of failings 
and deportations directed indiscriminately 


channels cihic.iiion, etc tvuch viipcr 
vedure. hv reinforcing cUtivm. in Oie 
normal courve of ihingv would further 
denigrate the old methods) 

6 to call down upon their heads— 
and ours—Ihe wrath, scourge and reulia- 
tory oppressivenevv of the establishment, 
alt of which in time would (hopefully) 
goad Ihc sleepy and the timid among us 
into active opposition to the oppressors 

This list, so far from evhausting the 
possibilities, may be added lo. subtracted 
from. Juggled, combined and ihuflied. 
but at the end of it the net results would. 
I suggest, be but variations on a tbeme. 

I would grant, without cavil, that aims 
I. 3. 4 and 5 have been achieved. Except 
as regards several wetl-deftncd groups 
(i.e., college rebels), aim 2 cannot but 
fall short of realizniion. although the in- 
eviublo public opinion poll on it cannot 
be expected for another week or so. 

Which leaves aim 6—unhappy gel of 
Samson. Pompadour and Dostoevsky— 

Sooner or later, and sooner if the 
bombings persist, a new and bitter 
Draconian period of repression is in¬ 
evitable here, but I suggest iHal the 
sleepy and the timid, so far from being 
dragooned, charmed or imprewed into 
the ranks of the new left, will actually 
vault free of Iheir lethargy to take their 
sure plaoev among those who will, in 
ever more loud and imperious tones than 
before, be demanding protection and 
vengeance against these latter-day Van¬ 
dals. For it is in the evLablishnvent. for 
which thc>' arc the lUfTers and the sol¬ 
diers. that they see a benefice without 
bourne—so long as the Vandals are 
estopped, one way or the other, from 
razing it. And should the timid and the 
skepy finally rise to be counted—on the 
'wrong* side of the aisle — boom-day 
would instantly convert to boomerang- 
day. 

If the points above, however admixed 
and turned about, do indeed demarcate 
the siraieg>‘ of the new left, it would 
appear to be a rev’olutionarv* strategy 
enmeshed in demagogic bankruptcy’—and 
it would appear to be doomed to failure. 
For a strategy, of professai revolution. 
Ibal docs DOI open, expand and ptriod< 
ically leinvigorate contacts with the 
people, is not a strategy at all. but is 
rather a dileiiantc self-indulgence of the 
most dangerous son. Having gone 
through the Gloria Path of 'Bum. Baby. 
Bum*, we now* come to the Gloria in 
Ezoeliis of 'Bomb. Baby. Bomb'. 1 know 
not the stuff of which some revolutioni 
are made, but this. I am certain, iv not 
some of 11 Perhaps this revolution, for 
one. is having its counter-revolution 
even before it is fairly out of ihe 
starting hlocks'* 


ag.vinst the genera) Basque people, not 
just against the men that Francoism 
considers more radical. 

We want, as a matter of priority, lo 
call attention to the multiple murden 
committed, "murders" because in no 
other manner can one describe the sen¬ 
tences passed by those tragic farces that 
are the Military Tribunals in Spain. One 
of these crimes has been the sentence 
of death passed on Tomin Arrizabalga. 
One supposes that Arrizabalga is only 
a drop in the sea of blood into which 
Francoist obstinacy seems prepared to 
turn the Basque country. 

We hope that these lines will show 
the background in Spain against which 
there have been numerous protests. 

Wc cannot avoid mentioning the fascist 
terror in Spain which is intimately re¬ 
lated to the evenu of December 27, and 
any aflcmpc to separate the two would 
be grievously mistaken. 

One of Ihe accused, Juan Echebarria 
(20 years old), who is in a Remand 
Centre in Ashford for those below 21 
years of age, is in a very delicate 
situation. He has previously been 
charged with hit political activities in 
Spain, which the Francois! Government 
regards as criminal offences (os opposed 
to political) and for which a sentence 
of death is possible 

He escap^ secretly from Spain last 
lumrrKr, and came to England where 
he asked for political aiylum, which was 
denied. The Spanish authorities have 
asked for his extradition, and there are 
strong fears that they will bring strong 
pressures to bear on the British Govern¬ 
ment so that he will be delivered into 
their hands. 

Both his actions in Spain and his 


The hiUcr (luih of the m.vtici lh.il 
Ihc new left, nfier all Ihiv lime vague 
catchall av it ii of admirable nnd noi- 
quUc-admi Table causes, is nut dialoguing 
with the people U mud reach if ever it 
is to become more than o disputatious 
club-house plotting weekend sorties to 
lay waste a bank here, a college tbert. 
a computer factoo* elsewhere— 
interleaved, to bo sure, with periodic 
constructive demonstration* Communi¬ 
cation by terror, threat or gore is macabre 
monologue, and 'All power lo the 
people* is. after ail, but a slogan, how¬ 
ever gieat-hearted. but the egg-lobbing, 
chair-busling high school students throat¬ 
ing even so noble a slogan as they 
goose-step over people and things—ore 
these students Ihc precious lifc-blc»od of 
Iho revolutionary wave of iho future? 
Arc these the principled vesUl comrades 
lo bowl over the 

bourgeois-racist forces of prejudire. emo¬ 
tionalism. haired and irrationality? Or 
are these callow plungers in a floating 
crap game shooting with lo.sded dice— 
and never making their point? 

And in the midst of all (his blur and 
turmoil, how* difficuU it sometimes is to 
sidestep the vortex long enough to recall 
that many of these same youngsters have 
alv4> participated in anli-w*ar dcmofitUB- 
tions. in marches on City Hall orid 
Wavhingtofl and whal-have-yoo. in 
moratoria and protests against the draft; 
in peiiiioning. picketing and fund-raising 
on behalf of the incredibly exploited 
grape workers of California. The IsK is 
long, the list is noble, but the next io« 
discriminate bombing of IBM's executive 
toilet will demolish, equally w’ith the 
plumbing, the already fragile recollec¬ 
tion of these noble performances. For 
these bombings, in the final analysis, 
smear all the new. newer and newest left 
with the same bbek brush, and such 
wholesale staining cannot but cruelly 
disserve their cause as well as mutilate 
history. As I write this. incideDtally (it 
may bo different tomorrow), there has 
been no bloodshed directly attributable 
to tbe bombings of the esiablishmenCs 
showpUcei. Such exquisite good for¬ 
tune, however, may ..not continue in¬ 
definitely; when the run of luck cbsnpos 
so loo will the national clirrutc. with 
another McCarthy ice-age. and v^or\c. 
certainly not beyond possibility Even 
history's dustbin is a polluter ih^ da\»' 

The trouble is simply that Ihe enemy 
of the new left, notwithstanding the 
latter's pcrsislcnt protest to Ihe conirarv*. 
is not the establishment as it knows and 
defines it. but (he vast gcTaiinoid middle 
class ih’jt supports this 'establishment' 
and completely identihes with il And 
(hese are the worthies, when ev'cnts at 
l.tvt catapult them off (heir asses and 


protest at the Spanish Embassy have 
been because of (he plight of his people 
under an undemocratic militarist Govern¬ 
ment. 

Wc have to ensure that the extra¬ 
dition order be refused and (bat he 
bo allowed to go to the country of his 
choice when his legal involvement here 
is over. 

All the pressures and channels that 
can be employed to help this young 
Bosque are needed, orsd will be not 
merely a show of solidarity with one 
pertoD, but also with u people who 
struggle on under some of the most 
difficult conditions existing in Europe.* 

Some of you may not know that in 
Spain more 'crimes' are punishable by 
death than have been here even some 
(imo before (he death penalty was abol¬ 
ished (with exoeptiont) Foremost among 
these 'crimes' are, of ccnirsc. the poliiical 
ones. 

The slalemcni does not mention that 
ai the young man's committal proceed¬ 
ings, an oflkxr of the Spanish Embassy 
told (he court (hat ^hebarria had 
escaped from his trial in Spain, and (hat 
he was wanted there. 

They may of course not even consider 
granting perrTussion for his extradition, 
but we should be prepared to make 
things as awkward as possible for the 
ahtlMritins if they show any signs of 
yielding lo such a request. This is nor 
fomething out of which to make political 
capital, it is no exaggeration to say 
(hat a man’s life may well be at slake. 
Even if no death seotence is passed on 
him in Spain, a savage term of imprison- 
meoi is practically a certainty— just look 
At some fairly recent examples of Spanish 
jusUcel 

I ask you to do what you can 
through conventional channels for (he 
moment, but if ihey decide to hand him 
over, (hen when the word goes out. be 
prepared to register your feeUnp on 
the itrcels. Bus 




BASQUES IN ENGLAND 


inl*» llic ;wcn.« wIh» hiM ) repeal «le- 
mnnti 1*1 he coiinlcd :irni>ng Ihc fnemU 
of HIM. lU't of Ihc Chicago 7 Hjc 
Chiciigo 7 could h.*>\e vtruck a resound¬ 
ing blow for (heir cauve—and against 
judiciol barratry*—had they 'kept their 
cool' To have done so not only »’ould 
not have jeopardized Iheir case, it would 
hove won quick rapport with—and un- 
cov*cred the broad support of—many 
Amerienns who have long been dis¬ 
enchanted with A vindictiv'c. venal iudi- 
clary, and have longer been disabused of 
the legend of (he American court system's 
even-handed justice available to all at 
overy comer tribunal. Instead, the 
Chicago 7 made a circus of the court¬ 
room and a shambles of the proceedings. 
To be sure, they also nibbed the presid¬ 
ing judge's nove in it; for them he was 
almost too ca.vy a mark—I would only 
add that (hose who chortled with the 
Chicago 7. were fimily in the defendents' 
comer long before the festivities begin; 
there were—and still are—all the others— 

What. then, of the new and newer left 
in America now? Viewed through red- 
colored glasses, it is alive and well in 
New York nnd elsewhere, nnd booming 
and bombing; viewed through black- 
tinted glasses, it appears an overly- 
tolerated cabal of not-quitc Americans. 
I suppose tbe revolution is Just around 
the comer if you want it to be—and if 
not. it isn't. What b patent, howxver. 
is the accelerating balkanization of 
America: if such is the precursor lo 
revolution, there it is A few fissures 
here and there notwithstanding, tbe 
syvtcm is far from cracking, and I should 
be surprised indeed to learn that even 
one plantation overseer has taken to the 
hills. America, after all. has always 
operated within a loosely defined arena 
of allowable dilfcrcnccs. and should such 
differences heat up sufficiently to explode 
into random violence and dcstmctiNcness. 


1(1*11 iiM* t\ Allowable—good violence, 
like (he fellow, knows its place. 

.Slowly, however, as crises pile on crises 
and patience ebbs, Ihe elbow-room pro¬ 
grammed into allowable differences con¬ 
tracts. and tomorrow some talk and 
much behavior—today tolerated. If not 
exactly admired—will be vrrhotfn, and 
so it will go until one day. finally, the 
new left's epithets could well become iu 
cpit.sphs . . . 

And for us anarchists, pace the credits 
gratuitously heaped upon us by cops and 
bookish social psychologists alike, a^ 
notwiihiUnding their affirmation of the 
existence of a huge anarchist network in 
hoi nightly operation in every precinct 
of the United States —despite such 
effluvia of a dredging machine out of 
doltishness or desperation now pressed 
into service after decades of disuse— 
despite all these. I venture to suggest 
(hat there are some things still left un¬ 
done that need doing—and quite warrant 
our addressing ourselves to. For after 
all. this is still a country where reputable 
and sober historical and political ana¬ 
lysts Ktill dare ask aloud how it is lint 
we came to be (rapped in the Vietnam 
quagmire in the first place, and svhera 
nit-picking resident While House sophists 
still dare pontificate about American 
neutrality in Laos—this it still a country 
where to assert, in rebuttal, that it would 
be more to the point to wonder, loud 
and long, that America has thus far 
avoided a prolireraiiofi of Victnams and 
Looses, would be prima ftteie surety of 
having gone daft— 

But this ii also a country where a 
popular cartoonisL in one of hii more 
inspired strips, has one alert character 
say. ‘We have met the enemy—and they 
is us!‘ 

Yes. (here are indeed some thingi still 
left undone that need doing— 

SEYMOua OaEUNaEaa 
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Contact Colufnn is 
(or making contact! 
Use is free, but 
dorutioos towards 
typesetting costs 
are welcome 




Scottish AoarchHls hfeeiing on Anti- 
Elcciion Tactics at Mike Malet’s. 
136 Cl. Northern Road. Aberdeen. 
May 2 and 3. Write for details. 

'Hie FIgbitns Mouse'. Pro)o^ed Scottish 
anarchist magazine. Writers. scUcts. 
and finance wanted. Cootact Ian S. 
Sutherland. 8 Esslemont Avenue. 
Aberdeen. AB2 4SL. 

Libcrtai Chrbti. West London Christians 
interested in discussing (he theory 
and practical impticalions of Chris¬ 
tian Freedom write: Francis Simons. 
Flat I. 86 Hereford Road, London. 
W.2. 

York: We just heard of an olTsct Ulho 
printing machine going for £80. We 
have managed to contact a few of 
our group (it being the middle of 
Easter vacation) and have pledges of 
£40 as soon as ne.xt term's grants 
come through (mid-April). Therefore 
we are asking people to Joan us any¬ 
thing over £5 for a period of 6 
months on a personal surety from 
one of us. If we can get the machine 
it will greatly facilitate the cheap 
production of good, well-printed 
Icanets. with illustrations. Wc know 
of DO groups which actually own a 
lilho press, which is the kind which 
ii used on the 'Dwarf. 'Socialist 
Worker*, etc. Please help. 

Ethical Society* Meeriags, Conway Hall. 
Red Lion Square. W.C.I (admission 
free): 

'Inside Franco's Jails', Miguel Garcia 
Garcia and Stuart Christie. Sunday, 
April 12 at 3 p.m. 

‘New Frontiers in the Mind of Lewis 
Mumford', Peter Oidogan. B.A. 
Sunday. April 26 at II a.m. 
'Peaceniks or Freedom Fighters'. 
Roger Moody and others. Sunday. 
April 26 at 3 p.m. 

A Reply to R. S. Peicra.—A libcrtartan 
ilnm on (his guru of (ho training 
colleges will soon be ready. Pouiblc 
title: 'CIny. Plants. Rats or Persons?’ 
Any trainee teachers please contact 
Keith Paton. 21 Victorio Street. Dav 
ford, Stoke on TieoL if you want a 
copy or think you may be willing to 


push it in your liiuaiioit. please. 

Vfslten io Irelasd welcome to the UUod. 
Corner Merrioo Read and Nutley 
lane. Dublin 4 acre Anarchist 
Kibbutz) 

Former Fulham Anarchist Grocp Mem- 
ben and others will be welcome at 
Freedom Hall on Wednesdays. 8 pjn. 
onwards — cotfee and discussion — 
from April 8. 

Makhno ft DurrxMi Pamphlet, 9d Order 
copies, sale or return, from Freedom 
Press. 

KeKrrlng. Demotistrate against Enoch 
Powell's racialist sickness and IoaI 
capitalist collaboration at Wicksteed 
Park on April 10 at 6.30 p.m. (He ts 
speaking at Institute of Directors 
Dinner.) 

South Africa Conunbalon. Sponsored 
Walk on Sunday. April 11 Funds 
rained w*iil go to the Medical Aid 
Fund for medical supplies for 
Liberation Movements in Southern 
Africa. Route starts northern end 
Tower Bridge, fmiihiog southern side 
Kew Bridge. Further informalioQ: 
'Walk'. 372 West Barnes Lane, New 
Malden, Surrey Tel. 01-398 1354. 

Polj-aodry* Study Croup Report. 'Two 
Men Sharing One Wife*. 60 pages, 
price 6/6 including postage, from 
P. Pawlowski. 26 Elmbouroe Road. 
London. S.W.I7. 

Anaixhlsl answer (o the CP's ‘Ultra 
Leftism in Britain’ and other pseudo¬ 
leftists (pamphlet). Laureru Otter, 
35 Natal Road. CR4 8QH. 

Maoebester Aull-Electloa OisipnlgB. Bill 
West, 16 Nortbem Grove, West 
Didsbury. Manchester 20. Meetings 
cn^ry Wednesday. 

Tory Five Polat Fascism Electlonfcilag. 
We must start our work now—pre¬ 
paration for printed leaflets and 
posters for a nationwide factory gate 
campaign—money and ideas needed 
-Interested? Contact L.S.F., c/o 
Keith Nathan. Vanbrugh College. 
Hcslingtoq. Yoik. 

Yofh Group Need Speakere. Experuea 
and accommodation arranged. Write 
R, Atkins, Vanbrugh College. Het- 
lington. York. 

Every Tuesday EveniDg at Freedom HatL 
Infoimal discussion / entertainmeat / 
chess evenings. Small musical in- 
ttrumeots and pocket chess sots wel¬ 
comed. Refreshments. From 7 p.m. 
admission 2/-. Proceeds lo Press 
Fund. All Welcome. 

Urgent Help fold and dispatch Freedom 
every Thursday from 4 p.m. oowards. 
Tea served. 

Malateeta Poster Screea Priateft 7/6 (inc. 
post) from Freedom Bookshop. 

Sehoois Anarchist Groop in Gloucester¬ 
shire? Cootact Kate ft Joe, 3 Withy 
Lea. Leonard Stanly, nr. Stonehouse, 
CLIO 3NS. Gloj. 





